
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

Try some of the cooler walks in Kakadu  

Have you checked out the shady Gungarre walk or the Manngarre rainforest 

walk lately? There’s lots to discover in those dark and cool pockets of 

monsoonal rainforest that are truly inviting when it’s too hot to tackle any of 

the longer or more strenuous walks in the stone country. 

The Manngarre rainforest walk offers three circular tracks through monsoon 

rainforest close to the downstream boat ramp at the East Alligator River. This 

walk can take up to an hour and is a great place to safely croc spot, especially 

this time of the year. 

The Gungarre walk is an easy circular track through monsoon forest, 

woodlands and along a billabong. It starts at the large banyan fig tree near 

the Aurora Kakadu Resort and takes about 2 hours. 

Rangers have now completed dry season burning off. If you do notice any 

fires in the area please notify Bowali visitor centre on 8938 1120. 

Sign up to our road report to receive up-to-date information on site access 

and road conditions: kakaduroadreport.wordpress.com 

 

 

Facebook 

Check out our Facebook page 

to see the latest info on the 

park 

https://www.facebook.com/ 

KakaduNationalPark  
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Mahbilil Festival 2015 – What a day! 

On all accounts this year’s Mahbilil Festival was a 

complete success. The annual event is a one-day 

celebration of culture and community, and took place at 

Lake Jabiru on Saturday, 5 September. Some of the 

family-friendly activities of the day included Indigenous 

art exhibitions, weaving, a magpie goose cooking 

competition and bush foods, followed by an evening 

program of music and dance. This was a family and 

community event in the heart of Jabiru township with 

everyone coming together to enjoy an astonishing display 

of light, sound and colour.  
 

The festival provided Kakadu with the 

opportunity to show off all the incredible things 

we have been doing over the last year.  The 

Kakadu stall boasted a display of flat-back turtle 

survey results, crocodile safety information, 

some of our great merchandise, as well as 

allowing people to have their say about the 

proposed new Kakadu welcome signs. 

 

 

Incredibly, the magpie goose cooking 

competition was won by our very 

own new Park Manager, Pete Cotsell. 

Pete took home the 2015 gong for his 

Indian inspired crispy skin magpie 

goose curry. Well done boss, we look 

forward to you cooking us lunch next 

week!   

 
  

 

 

Goose Cooking Comp winner, Pete Cotsell 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jim Jim Falls / Twin Falls closure plan 
As many of you are aware, since 2010 we have implemented a closure plan for certain areas of the park.  As we 

head into this season of extreme heat and potential storms, we are, as always, making visitor safety our top 

priority. 

Mid-October is an incredibly hot time of year, with dehydration incidents occurring daily.  Heat exhaustion and 

dehydration can hit suddenly, and in such remote locations can lead to dire consequences. 

To remain consistent with our closure plans of previous years, we have scheduled the following closure dates for 

2015. Our senior traditional owners strongly support this plan to ensure safe visiting within Kakadu National Park. 

 

Area  Closure Date 

Barrk Marlam Walk and 

Twin Falls Escarpment Walk 

From 4:00 pm, 16 October 2015* 
* Unless sudden heavy rains require the site to be shut earlier 

Sandstone Barrk Walk 

(Nourlangie region) 

From 4:00 pm, 16 October 2015 

To be re-opened once regular rainfall occurs. 

All remaining sites at both 

Jim Jim and Twin Falls  

From 4:00 pm, 9 November 2015** 
**Unless sudden heavy rains require the site to be shut earlier. 

 

What do you think? 

Some of you may recall from an earlier issue of the 

Industry Update that Kakadu has engaged signage 

company Armsign to upgrade our park entry, 

orientation, directional and interpretation signage 

across the Park. Armsign’s first job was to come up 

with some general ideas as to what we could 

expect to see across the Park in the future.  These 

designs need to be approved by the Signage Project  

 

 

 

Steering Committee, traditional owner representatives and parks executive, and we want you to have your say!  

Please take a look at these designs and let us know what you think. It is important to keep in mind that these are 

samples only, and may change depending on feedback. This is your chance to have your say, so don’t miss-out. 

 

 
For any feedback or questions regarding these designs, please 

contact tracey.diddams@environment.gov.au.   

 

mailto:tracey.diddams@environment.gov.au


 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

World Tourism Day 

The purpose of World Tourism Day is to foster 

awareness among the international community of the 

importance of tourism and its social, cultural, political 

and economic value. Every time we travel, for 

whatever reason, we are part of a global movement; 

a movement that has the power to drive inclusive 

development, create jobs and build the sustainable 

societies we want for our future; a movement that 

builds mutual understanding and can help us 

safeguard our shared natural and cultural heritage. 

 
This year on the 27th of September, we want you to 

talk Tourism. Help us raise awareness of the 

important impact tourism has on countries and 

communities around the world and its potential as a 

force for good, creating a better world for all. 

#1billiontourists#WTD2015 

 

Using non-TV plated vehicles 

Just a reminder to all tour operators working in 

Kakadu – under Northern Territory law you must 

carry your passengers in a registered commercial 

vehicle with tourist vehicle number plates. 

For all information on commercial vehicle licences 

visit the NT Government’s website: 

http://transport.nt.gov.au/taxi/commercial-vehicle-

licences 

Queries or complaints?  Contact the Commercial 

Compliance Team in the NT Department of Transport 

on 08 8924 7992 or via email at 

cpv.compliance@nt.gov.au 

 

 

Invitation to apply for a commercial tourism licence 

Closing date: 31 October 2015 

Licences are currently being offered for the following activities: 

Activity  Number of licences available  

Sports fishing tours  Unlimited  

Bush walking tours  Unlimited 

Safari camps  Merl x 2  

Gunlom x 1 

Access to Jarrangbarnmi (Koolpin Gorge)  Unlimited casual 

 

We invite all interested tour operators to apply by 31 October 2015. Applications will be assessed in November. 

 

To apply for a licence, please download this form www.environment.gov.au/parks/permits/kakadu-tours.html 

For further information about licences, please contact Tracey Diddams on (08) 8938 1107  

or email tracey.diddams@environment.gov.au. 

 

 

http://www.un.org/en/events/tourismday/index.shtml
http://transport.nt.gov.au/taxi/commercial-vehicle-licences
http://transport.nt.gov.au/taxi/commercial-vehicle-licences
mailto:cpv.compliance@nt.gov.au
http://www.environment.gov.au/parks/permits/kakadu-tours.html
mailto:tracey.diddams@environment.gov.au


 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Bird Week - Get involved 

Kakadu Bird Week is around the corner! October 14 to 21  

A few tourism businesses have already jumped at the 

chance to be involved through offering special Bird Week 

packages and discounts which we will be promoting to 

entice visitors to come to Kakadu during this period. If 

your business can offer any special package, discount, 

event or other, please let us know so that we can 

promote these also. If you would like to be personally 

involved in the survey side of things, please register your 

interest at kakadunationalpark@environment.gov.au 

with the subject line: Bird Week. Happy birding! 

 
 

Know your Kakadu - Free seminars on environmental research in Kakadu National Park 

 

We would like to know what you are 
interested in learning about regarding 

Kakadu. 
If you have any suggestions as to what 

you would like included in a future edition 

of the Industry Update, please forward 

your suggestion to 

Kakadu.permits@environment.gov.auau 

The Northern Australia Hub of the National Environmental 

Research Program has undertaken eight research projects 

within Kakadu National Park over the last four years. Many 

people within Kakadu have worked with us on this research. 

The projects have now finished and we are holding two 

 

 
seminars to share what the research projects found.   There is an opportunity to chat with researchers over 

morning tea and lunch. 

The seminars are free and we encourage anyone who is interested to attend.  For catering purposes we ask that 

people rsvp in advance.  Please see the flyer and agenda on the Hub website for more information. To rsvp or for 

more information please contact jaana.dielenberg@cdu.edu.au 

Jabiru - Tuesday 6 October 

Where: Jim Jim Room, Kakadu Crocodile Hotel, Flinders Street, Jabiru  

When: Tea and coffee from 8:30am / Presentations 9:00am -12:15pm / Lunch until 1:00pm 

Darwin - Wednesday 7 October 

Where: Ansett Room, Darwin Airport Resort, Sir Norman Brearley Drive, Marrara. 

When: Tea and coffee from 8:30am / Presentations 9:00am -12:15pm / Lunch until 1:00pm 

 

mailto:kakadunationalpark@environment.gov.au
http://www.nerpnorthern.edu.au/sites/default/files/managed/files/flier_and_agenda_for_nerp_kakadu_research_seminars_oct2015.pdf
mailto:jaana.dielenberg@cdu.edu.au

