
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

Is it Getting Warmer around Here?  

Things are starting to look a little dry as the days slowly start to get a little 
warmer. The early morning dew now doesn’t seem to be as thick, nor does 
the morning air seem as cool. 

Sea turtles have been laying their eggs on the sandy beaches of Field Island 
and West Alligator Head, as goannas occasionally try to rob their nests. In 
time, the white-breasted wood swallows will arrive as thunderclouds build, 
signalling the eventual return of Gunumeleng.  

Cool season burning has long since finished, and new growth has slowly 
emerged in the grasses and shrubs. Any fires that burn now would be likely to 
cause great damage to vegetation and destroy habitat.     

If you do notice any fires in the area, please notify Bowali Visitor Centre on 
8938 1120. 

Sign up to our road report to receive up-to-date information on site access 
and road conditions: kakaduroadreport.wordpress.com 

 

Facebook 
Check out our Facebook page 
to see the latest info on the 

park 
https://www.facebook.com/ 
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Thank You Rick Murray 

At the conclusion of this month’s Board of 
Management meeting, Rick Murray ended his 
tenure of Chairman of the Kakadu Tourism 
Consultative Committee and a member of the 
Kakadu National Park Board of Management - 
positions he has held since 2002. Rick has left 
the NT to focus his attention on his 
commitments in NSW. 

Over the past two decades he has served on a 
number of tourism industry committees and 
Boards, particularly those focussed on issues  

Kakadu’s Super Deeds 

Kakadu’s Interpretations Ranger, Christian Diddams, has 
been awarded one of Tourism Top End’s Super Deeds 
Awards.  Nice work! 

Each month Tourism Top End presents this award to 
someone nominated for going that little bit further in 
making tourism in the Top End something special. Christian 
has certainly achieved this by tirelessly educating thousands 
of visitors this season with informative walks, talks and 
slideshows.  

 

 

 

affecting our natural and cultural environment and on the continual improvement of industry standards among tour 
operators and guides. 

We would like to thank Rick for all of his efforts over the years, and wish him all the best in his endeavours. His huge 
amount of knowledge on all things Kakadu and the tourism industry will be missed.  

Victor Cooper from Ayal Aboriginal Tours has been nominated to act as the KTCC’s Chair whilst the Board of 
Management conduct consultations on future Board membership.  

 

Victor Cooper with Rick Murray 

 

A well-deserved pat on the back should also be given 
to Kakadu’s other Super Deeds Awards winners: 

 Mark from Animal Tracks Safaris  
 Violet Lawson at Warradjan Cultural Centre 
 Glenn from the Njanjma Rangers at Ubirr    

Congratulations everyone, and keep up the great 
work! 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Australia’s Threatened Species Strategy 

On 16 July 2015, Director of National Parks, Sally Barnes, along with Kakadu staff and traditional owners took part in 
the Threatened Species Summit in Melbourne. The Summit brought together state and territory ministers, relevant 
business leaders, scientific and conservation management experts, NGOs and others active in conservation in an 
attempt to raise the profile of threatened species and explore solutions and promote practical ways to tackle threats 
to Australia’s animals and plants. 

Hosted by the Minister for Environment, Greg Hunt, and chaired by the Threatened Species Commissioner, Gregory 
Andrews, the Summit launched the first ever Australian Government policy framework on threatened species, the 
Threatened Species Strategy. The Strategy commits to investment in existing and new Action Plan areas, which 
include: tackling the feral cat problem; the creation of safe havens for species most at risk; improving habitat; and 
intervening in emergencies to avert extinctions. 

It must be Gurrung – Mahbilil is Here!  

The Mahbilil Festival is on again in Jabiru – Saturday, 
5th September at Jabiru Lake from midday to midnight. 
This is a FREE public event, so bring along your guests, 
friends and family to enjoy the traditional dance, live 
music, contemporary circus performances, food and 
craft markets, magpie goose cooking competition, 
bush food and workshops. For more information or if 
you want to register as a volunteer, enter the magpie 
goose cooking competition or apply to hold a stall, 
see: http://mahbililfestival.com/ See you at Mahbilil! 

 

Managing Feral Animals in Kakadu 
Lately, drivers on Kakadu’s highways have encountered 
a number of feral animals, including buffalos and 
horses. In fact, there have been a number of near 
misses between vehicles and these large feral animals.  

In order to combat this problem, aerial research is 
being conducted for the development of a strategy to 
reduce buffalo populations within Kakadu.  This 
research will also be used to gain a better 
understanding of the relationship between buffalo 
density, and the impacts they have on the 
environment.  

If you have any questions regarding feral animal 
management within Kakadu, please contact 
Kakadu.permits@enviornment.gov.au.  

For more information on the Threatened Species Strategy, 
please visit 
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/
publications/strategy-home 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

New Fishing App for the NT 

NT Fisheries has just released a new mobile app called 
NT Fishing Mate, available on both iOS and android 
platforms. NT Fishing Mate offers anglers a user 
friendly, one stop shop for information on everything 
from fish species and possession limits, to restriction 
zones. 
 

 
Download it now  
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.cor
rellink.ntfishing 

https://itunes.apple.com/au/app/nt-fishing-

Can you feel the Twitch? 

Dust off those binos......Kakadu Bird Week is around the corner! 
October 14 to 21 will see a migration of bird experts and bird 
lovers flocking to Kakadu to participate in bird surveys and a 
range of public events and competitions dedicated to our 
feathered friends. Rub feathers with celebrity experts including 
Tim Dolby and Tim Lowe at free evening presentations, join 
Kakadu rangers on free guided walks, assist with surveys for 
threatened species across the park, relax on a special bird-
focused sunrise cruise and top it off with a special dinner and Q 
& A session with an expert panel. 

A few tourism businesses have already jumped at the chance to be 
involved through offering special Bird Week packages and discounts 
which we will be promoting to entice visitors to come to Kakadu 
during this period. If your business can offer any special package, 
discount, event or other, please let us know so that we can promote 
these also. If you would like to be personally involved in the survey 
side of things, please register your interest by 
emailing kakadunationalpark@environment.gov.au with the subject 
line: Bird Week. Happy birding! 

We would like to know what you 
are interested in learning about 

regarding Kakadu. 
If you have any suggestions as to 
what you would like included in a 

future issue of the Industry Update, 
please forward your ideas to 

Kakadu.permits@environment.gov.
au 


