
30th Anniversary handback festival
Keeping culture and country strong together

Tjukurpa munu manta  kunpungku kanyintjaku

Sunday 25 October 2015
Talinguru Nyakunytjaku viewing area

Festival Program

Uluru-Kata Tjuta National Park 



This is Anangu land and you are welcome – Sammy Wilson, 
chairman, Uluru-Kata Tjuta National Park Board of Management

The 30th anniversary of the handback of our lands is both a time for 
celebration and reflection. The land was created at the beginning of time 
by our ancestral beings – we are their direct descendants.  After many 
years of our people fighting, Australia finally recognised our rights to this 
place. Many of those involved in the fight have passed, but we remember 
them always and will never forget their struggle. Today we can bring up 
our children strong on their land, and pass on our knowledge. We jointly 
manage the park with the Australian Government guided by Tjukurpa.   
Today we ask that you take time to reflect on both our past and future. 
Visitors like you help provide employment for Anangu, you can help us by 
going on one of our tours, purchasing art or craft or simply taking some 
time to learn a little more about our culture as part of your visit.

A significant moment in Australian history – Sally Barnes, 
Director of National Parks

On 26 October 2015 we celebrate the 30th anniversary of the handback 
of Uluru and Kata Tjuta to its Aboriginal traditional owners, Anangu. This 
was a watershed moment for the Indigenous land rights movement 
in Australia. We also celebrate the lease agreement to jointly manage 
Uluru Kata-Tjuta National Park between Anangu and the Australian 
Government, a then ground-breaking idea that has since taken root 
elsewhere. Anangu have brought to joint management the guidance of 
Tjukurpa, their law – their traditional knowledge, of culture and people, 
of plants and animals and how to conserve the land. We are working 
together, always guided by Tjukurpa, using it and western science and 
technology to look after this very special place. Thirty years on we 
celebrate all that Anangu and park staff have achieved together and 
look forward to a strong future. The 30th anniversary also marks a new 
era for us. I am determined to ensure that Tjukurpa remains at the heart 
of management and that the aspirations of Anangu, who own this place 
and generously welcome us all here, take precedence in all that we do.



Festival programme
2.30 pm  - Event commences

•	  Welcome to Country

•	 Market stalls open

3.00 pm - 5.00 pm - Entertainment

•	 Local performers

•	 Central Australian Aboriginal Women’s Choir

•	 Creekside Reggae Band (Warakurna)

5.00 pm - Formal speeches

•	 Welcome by Uluru-Kata Tjuta National Park Board Chairman 

•	 Welcome from Director of National Parks

5.30 pm - Traditional Inma

•	 Inma (traditional dance) by Anangu traditional owners 

•	 Inma by traditional owners from the Kimberley region

6.00 pm 

•	 Complimentary dinner

6.30 pm - Anniversary concert featuring

•	 The Waru Show 

•	 Shane Howard Trio

•	 Dan Sultan

•	 Djuki Mala (The Chooky Dancers)

This event marks 30 years since the 
title deeds to Uluru-Kata Tjuta were 
handed back to Anangu traditional 

owners on 26 October 1985.



Palya!
We’d like to thank Anangu traditional owners, Mutitjulu community 

members, tourism industry partners, sponsors and park staff for their 
contribution to the 30th anniversary handback celebrations.

There were many people who fought the campaigns for land rights, and 
some are no longer with us, but they are remembered and recognised 

today through the celebration of Handback.

‘Ananguku ngura nyangatja ka pukulpa pitjama. Nyakula munu nintiringkula 
Anangu kulintjikitjangku munu kulinma Ananguku ara kunpu munu pulka 

mulapa ngaranyi.’ - Tony Tjamiwa

This is Anangu land and we welcome you. Look around and learn so that 
you can know something about Anangu and understand that Anangu 

culture is strong and really important.

Housekeeping
•	 A free shuttle bus will run from Ayers Rock Resort and go to the 

Cultural Centre , Talinguru Nyakunytjaku and Mutitjulu Community 
and return every hour from 2.00 pm onwards.

•	 Parking for visitors is limited so please park at the Cultural Centre and 
use the free shuttle bus provided. For more information go to Ayers 
Rock Resort Tour and Info Centre or your reception area.

•	 Please dispose of all rubbish responsibly in bins provided.

•	 Please stay hydrated and drink water - free refills are available at water 
stations provided.

•	 For first aid needs please see the St Johns Ambulance stall for 
assistance, call 000 or notify park staff.

•	 Be sun smart - wear a hat, covered clothing and sunscreen.


